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■ Virginia�s largest manufacturing industry and the nation�s second largest.

■ Virginia has increased its share of national transportation equipment industry 57 percent since 1969.

■ Industry has increased its share of Virginia manufacturing employment 31 percent since 1969.

■ Nationally industry has lost 301,000 jobs since 1969.
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Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Source: U.S. Department of Commerce.

Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.
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Industry�s Share of Manufacturing Employment
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Industry Trends
Virginia employment distribution: ship and boat building and repairing (51 percent), 
motor vehicles and equipment (38 percent), and aircraft and parts (6 percent).
■ During the early 1990s, defense spending cuts resulted in large decreases in Virginia�s shipbuilding 

industry employment, the state�s largest transportation industry segment. Employment has 
continued to trend gradually downward during the past few years. However,  this trend might be reversed
if the war on terrorism yields significant increases in defense budgets. The U.S. Navy 
continues to be the largest customer for Virginia�s shipbuilders. 

■ Over the past two decades motor vehicle parts manufacturers have located in Virginia because of the
state�s proximity to major motor vehicle assembly plants in the mid-Atlantic and southeast U.S. 

■ The tendency of motor vehicle manufacturers to source entire systems from single suppliers has spurred a
wave of consolidations, acquisitions, and strategic partnerships among parts suppliers.
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Source: U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics.


